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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE

Department of Exceptional Education

752 Issues in Community Organizing
Fall 2010

3 credits
Instructor:  Dr. Thomas Hansen



Office Phone:  



Email:  tom@mexicosolidarity.org

 

Class Information: TBD
Office Hours:  TBD
Course Readings:  Readings will be drawn primarily from:

- Mohanty, Satya, Paula Moya, Linda Martin Alcoff and Michael Hames-Garcia, 2005, Identity Politics Reconsidered, Palgrave McMillan.

- Martín Alcoff, Linda, 2006, Visible Identities: Race, Gender and the Self, Oxford University Press.

- Mohanty, Chandra Talpade, 2003, Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity, Duke University Press.
- Massey, Douglas, Jorge Durand, and Nolan J. Malone, 2002, Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration, Russell Sage Foundation.
- Samovar, Larry, Richard Porter and Edwin McDaniel, Intercultural Communication: A Reader, Wadsworth Publishing.
Course Description:
This course offers a theoretical overview and strategic implications of some of the major social issues confronting community organizers, including identity, race/class/gender dynamics, inter-cultural and cross-class communication, leadership, ideology, and challenges confronting migrant communities.

Course Objectives: 

By the end of the course, the student will:

A. have the tools and theoretical framework necessary for strong cross-cultural communication skills
B. understand the analytical category of identity and how it applies to community organizing
C. have the theoretical basis and tools to deal with the practical ramifications of race, class and gender dynamics
D. understand the role of leadership in community organizing

E. understand the challenges confronting Latino immigrants, particularly the undocumented community

F. understand the role of ideology in community organizing

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Email Correspondence:

There will be very little professor-initiated correspondence via email, however, students may turn in homework via email.
Cell Phones:  

Please turn off your cell phone or put it on vibrate during class.

Special Needs Learners: I wish to fully include all students in this class.  If you have an identified disability that may affect your performance in this class, schedule an appointment (no later than the second class) so that provisions can be made to insure that you have an equal opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. All discussions will remain confidential.
Professional Writing: Assignments are evaluated on a variety of measures such as clarity, writing style, creativity, organization of thought, grammar, ability to analyze and synthesize class concepts, and overall professional quality. As an instructor, my primary focus is on evaluating the content of your work, not editing or proofing your work. Assignments which are submitted with substantial errors in the grammar and mechanics of writing are difficult to grade for content.  Points will be deducted if assignments have a number of typographical, spelling or grammatical errors or if the presentation is sloppy.
Procedural Information:
1. Turn in edited versions of your work, not draft copies unless specifically requested to do so.  You are encouraged to seek feedback on your assignments from others. Carefully proofread your work prior to turning it in. 

2. All assignments must be word processed unless otherwise stated in class. Assignments should be double-spaced using 12-point font size.  When submitting hard copies, please staple papers, and do not use paper clips or sheet protectors.  Papers may also be submitted in Word 2003 format via email.
Grading Rubric:
This is a graduate level class and is not open to undergraduate level students.
Attendance/Class Participation 


20
Weekly reflections
30 
Mid term paper




20
Final paper and Presentation



30
Total Possible Points




100 points 

Grades will be assigned according to the following scale based on the percentage of points earned:

A = 
94-100% (94-100)


C+ = 
78-81%   (78-81)    F = below 65%

A- =
91-93%   (91-93)


C =
75-77%   (75-77)

B+ =
88-90%   (88-90)


C- =
72-74%   (72-74)




B = 
85-87%   (85-87)


D+ = 
69-71%   (69-71)

B- =
82-84%   (82-84)


D = 
65-68%   (65-68)


Assignment Descriptions

Attendance and Class Participation: Consistent and timely attendance to each class is critical for your success in this course. The instructor is not responsible for collecting handouts for students who miss class. Make arrangements with a class member to collect handouts and to share notes. Absences will negatively impact the Class Attendance/ Participation component of your overall grade. Early departure and late arrival will negatively impact the Class Attendance component of your overall grade as well. Provide written confirmation of excused absences (e.g., medical emergency, illness). 
You are responsible for in-class work and readings in the event of an absence. Provide a written summary of in-class tasks and readings for the sessions when you are absent within a two-week period or you will be given a score of zero (0) for participation in that session. If you find that you are faced with a problem that will affect your attendance, see me immediately. 
Classes are seminar-style discussion and discussion based.  Students should come to class prepared to discuss the ideas presented in the week’s readings.  Active and respectful participation by students is absolutely necessary for the success of the classes. 
Weekly reflections: Weekly reflections consist of a two to four page discussion (double spaced, 12 pt) with the authors of the assigned readings, and questions that may be used to generate class discussion, followed by a one-page reflection written during the final half hour of class.  In the initial reflection, we are NOT looking for a summary of the readings, but rather a critical discussion with the authors.  You may agree, disagree, apply the author’s ideas to new events, and/or discuss how the ideas presented by the authors impact your own life.  You may choose to write your entire reflection about only one reading (though you must read all of the readings), or you may decide to draw comparisons between the ideas in different readings.  In the post-class reflection, we are looking for a review of the most important concepts or ideas you learned during class.
Mid term paper: The mid term paper is a five to seven page reflection on one of several optional theoretical topics offered by the professor.  The paper should demonstrate the student’s full understanding of the theory, plus examples of how the theory manifests itself (or doesn’t, and why it doesn’t) in real life.   
Final Paper and Presentation:  Students are required to write a research paper (10-12 pages) on a topic to be decided in consultation with the professor.  The paper reflects original research in the Albany Park community utilizing analytical categories developed during the semester.  Each student will have half an hour to present their paper in a seminar-style forum.  The presentation should be no longer than 15 minutes, leaving at least 15 minutes for discussion afterward.
Class Topics/Due Dates Chart (topical sequence is subject to change)

	Dates
	Topic
	Readings 
	Assignments Due

	Week 1
	Syllabus and review of assignments
Course overview
	- Hansen, Tom, Social Movement, Jornaleros and Worker Centers in Albany Park, Chicago.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 2
	Identity:
Definition of identity


	- Stryker, Owens and White, Self, Identity and Social Movements, Ch. 1, 2, 3.
- Buechler, Steven M, “New Social Movement Theories,” Sociological Quarterly, 36:3, p. 441-464.

- Polletta and Jasper, “Collective identity and social movements,” Annual Review of Sociology, 27: 283-305., 
	Reflection on readings

	Week 3
	Identity:
Identity in New Social Movement theory

Personal and collective identity
	- Stryker, Owens and White, Self, Identity and Social Movements, Ch. 4, 5, 6, 10.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 4
	Identity:
Collective identity and social movements
	- Stryker, Owens and White, Self, Identity and Social Movements, Ch. 8, 9, 11, 12.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 5
	Race, class and gender
	- Martin Alcoff, Linda, “The Political Critique of Identity,” in Visible Identities: Race, Gender and the Self

- Aronowitz, Stanley, “Time and Space in Class Theory” in How Class Works

- Brodkin Sacks, Karen, “Toward a Unified Theory of Class, Race, and Gender.”  American Ethnologist 16(3).  pp.534-550.
- Marx, Karl, Manifesto of the Communist Party

- Croteau, David, Politics and the Class Divide, p. 191-235.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 6
	Race, class, gender


	- Martín Alcoff, Linda, Visible Identities: Race, Gender and the Self, Ch. 3-10.
- Alvarez, Sonia, et al, “Encountering Latin American and Caribbean Feminisms,” Signs, Vol. 28, No. 2 (Winter, 2003), pp. 537-579.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 7


	First paper

Presentation
	None
	First paper

Presentation

	Week 8
	Race, class, gender
	- Mohanty, Chandra Talpade.  2003.  Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity, Ch 1-5.

	

	Week 9
	Inter-cultural communication
Cross class communication
	- Mohanty, Chandra Talpade, Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity, Ch. 6-9.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 10
	Leadership
	- Barker, Johnson and Lavalette (eds), Leadership and Social Movements, Ch. 1, 5, 7, 9.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 11

	Ideology
	- Larana, Johnston and Gusfield, New Social Movements: From Ideology to Identity, Ch. 4.
- Inglehart, Ronald, “Values, ideology and cognitive mobilization in new social movements,” in Challenging the Political Order: New Social and Political Movements in Western Democracies.

	Reflection on readings

	Week 12
	Migration dynamics:
- History of Latino migration

- Current migration dynamics

- Migration myths

- Policy reform
	- Hansen, Tom., 2004. “Theories of Migration” and “History of Migration,” excerpted from Master’s Thesis.
- Massey, Douglas, Jorge Durand, and Nolan J. Malone, Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration

- Capps and Fix, Undocumented Immigrants: Myths and Reality

- Porter, Eduardo, Illegal immigrants are bolstering social security with billions.

- Student research.

- Workshop with neighborhood residents.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 13
	Final paper
Presentation
	
	Final paper

Presentation



