3

  UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE

Department of Exceptional Education

750 Structural/political analysis

Fall 2010

3 credits

Instructor:  Dr. Thomas Hansen



Office Phone: 773 583 7728 



Email:  tom@mexicosolidarity.org

 

Class Information: TBD

Office Hours:  TBD

Course Readings:  Readings will be drawn primarily from:

- Caporaso, James and David Levine (eds), 1992, Theories of Political Economy, Cambridge University Press.

- Harvey, David, 2006, Limits to Capital, Verso Press.

- Baiman, Ron, Heather Boushey and Dawn Saunders, 2000, Political Economy and Contemporary Capitalism: Radical Perspectives on Economic Theory and Policy, M.E. Sharpe.

- Stiglitz, Joseph, 2003, Globalization and its Discontents, W.W. Norton and Company.

- Harvey, David, 2005, A Brief History of Neoliberalism, Oxford University Press.

- O’Connor, James, 1997, Natural Causes: Essays in Ecological Marxism, Guilford Press.

- Friedman, Milton, 1962, Capitalism and Freedom, University of Chicago Press.

Course Description:

This course offers a theoretical overview of structural and political analysis, focused mainly on the major strands in political economy - Marxian, Neo-Marxian, Keynesian, and neoliberal.  The class grounds theoretical categories in the daily life of immigrants in Chicago.

Course Objectives: 

By the end of the course, the student will demonstrate:

A. a structural analysis of society

B. a basic understanding of the economic forces in society

C. a basic understanding of social power dynamics

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Email Correspondence:

There will be very little professor-initiated correspondence via email, however, students may turn in homework via email.

Cell Phones:  

Please turn off your cell phone or put it on vibrate during class.

Special Needs Learners: I wish to fully include all students in this class.  If you have an identified disability that may affect your performance in this class, schedule an appointment (no later than the second class) so that provisions can be made to insure that you have an equal opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. All discussions will remain confidential.

Professional Writing: Assignments are evaluated on a variety of measures such as clarity, writing style, creativity, organization of thought, grammar, ability to analyze and synthesize class concepts, and overall professional quality. As an instructor, my primary focus is on evaluating the content of your work, not editing or proofing your work. Assignments which are submitted with substantial errors in the grammar and mechanics of writing are difficult to grade for content.  Points will be deducted if assignments have a number of typographical, spelling or grammatical errors or if the presentation is sloppy.

Procedural Information:

1. Turn in edited versions of your work, not draft copies unless specifically requested to do so.  You are encouraged to seek feedback on your assignments from others. Carefully proofread your work prior to turning it in. 

2. All assignments must be word processed unless otherwise stated in class. Assignments should be double-spaced using 12-point font size.  When submitting hard copies, please staple papers, and do not use paper clips or sheet protectors.  Papers may also be submitted in Word 2003 format via email.

Grading Rubric:

This is a graduate level class and is not open to undergraduate level students.

Attendance/Class Participation 


20

Weekly reflections
30 

Mid term paper




20

Final paper and Presentation



30

Total Possible Points




100 points 

Grades will be assigned according to the following scale based on the percentage of points earned:

A = 
94-100% (94-100)


C+ = 
78-81%   (78-81)    F = below 65%

A- =
91-93%   (91-93)


C =
75-77%   (75-77)

B+ =
88-90%   (88-90)


C- =
72-74%   (72-74)




B = 
85-87%   (85-87)


D+ = 
69-71%   (69-71)

B- =
82-84%   (82-84)


D = 
65-68%   (65-68)


Assignment Descriptions

Attendance and Class Participation: Consistent and timely attendance to each class is critical for your success in this course. The instructor is not responsible for collecting handouts for students who miss class. Make arrangements with a class member to collect handouts and to share notes. Absences will negatively impact the Class Attendance/ Participation component of your overall grade. Early departure and late arrival will negatively impact the Class Attendance component of your overall grade as well. Provide written confirmation of excused absences (e.g., medical emergency, illness). 

You are responsible for in-class work and readings in the event of an absence. Provide a written summary of in-class tasks and readings for the sessions when you are absent within a two-week period or you will be given a score of zero (0) for participation in that session. If you find that you are faced with a problem that will affect your attendance, see me immediately. 

Classes are seminar style discussion based classes.  Students should come to class prepared to discuss the ideas presented in the week’s readings.  Active and respectful participation by students is absolutely necessary for the success of the classes. 

Weekly reflections: Weekly reflections consist of a two to four page discussion (double spaced, 12 pt) with the authors of the assigned readings, and questions that may be used to generate class discussion, followed by a one-page reflection written during the final half hour of class.  In the initial reflection, we are not looking for a summary of the readings, but rather a critical discussion with the authors.  You may agree, disagree, apply the author’s ideas to new events, and/or discuss how the ideas presented by the authors impact your own life.  You may choose to write your entire reflection about only one reading (though you must read all of the readings), or you may decide to draw comparisons between the ideas in different readings.  In the post-class reflection, we are looking for a review of the most important concepts or ideas you learned during class.

Mid term paper: The mid term paper is a five to seven page reflection on one of several optional theoretical topics offered by the professor.  The paper should demonstrate the student’s full understanding of the theory, plus examples of how the theory manifests itself (or doesn’t, and why it doesn’t) in real life.   

Final Paper and Presentation:  Students are required to write a research paper (10-12 pages) on a topic to be decided in consultation with the professor.  The paper reflects original research in the Albany Park community utilizing analytical categories developed during the semester.  Each student will have half an hour to present their paper in a seminar-style forum.  The presentation should be no longer than 15 minutes, leaving at least 15 minutes for discussion afterward.

Class Topics/Due Dates Chart (topical sequence is subject to change)

	Dates
	Topic
	Readings 
	Assignments Due

	Week 1
	-Syllabus and review of assignments

- Introduction to Albany Park

- What is political economy?  Why does it matter in community organizing?
	-D’Mello, Bernard, “What is Maoism”
- Harvey, David, “Introduction” in Limits to Capital, p. ix-xxviii.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 2
	Marxist political economy:

- Dialectics

- Historical materialism
	- Ollman, Bertell, Dance of the Dialectic, Ch. 1, 2 and 5.

- Heilbronner, Marxism: For and Against, Ch. 2, 3. 
	Reflection on readings

	Week 3
	Marxism:

- Commodities, values and class relations


	- Polanyi, Karl, "The Self-Regulating Market and the Ficticious Commodities" in The Great Transformation, p.71-80. 

- Harvey, David, “Commodities, values and class relations” in Limits to Capital, p. 1-38.

- Dugger, William, “Class and evolution: an institutionalist view,” in Political Economy and Contemporary Capitalism, p. 36-41.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 4
	Marxism:

- Production, distribution, consumption and technological change
	- Harvey, David, Chapters 2-4, in Limits to Capital, p. 39-136.

- Pollin, Robert, “The ‘reserve army of labor’ and the ‘natural rate of unemployment’: can Marx, Kalecki, Friedman and Wall Street all be wrong?” in Political Economy and Contemporary Capitalism, p.95-103.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 5
	Marxism:

- Accumulation

- Crisis
	- Harvey, David, Chapters 5-7, in Limits to Capital, p. 137-203.

- Goldstein, Jonathan, “The global relevance of Marxian crisis theory,” in Political Economy and Contemporary Capitalism, p. 68-77.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 6
	Marxism:

- Money and finance
	- Harvey, David, Chapters 8-11, in Limits to Capital, p. 204-372.

- Rochon, Louis-Philippe, “The role of credit and commercial banks in the creation of money,” in Political Economy and Contemporary Capitalism, p. 139-148.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 7
	Marxism:

- Imperialism, colonialism

- Underdevelopment


	- Harvey, David, Chapters 12-13, in Limits to Capital, p. 373-445.

- Lenin, V., Imperialism, “The Highest Stage of Capitalism”
	Reflection on readings

	Week 8
	Presentation of first papers
	None 
	First paper

Presentation

	Week 9
	Neo-Marxism

- Environmental crisis
	- O’Connor, James, Natural Causes: Essays in Ecological Marxism, Ch.7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14
	Reflection on readings

	Week 10
	Neoliberalism

Theoretical foundations
	- Friedman, Milton, Capitalism and Freedom, Ch. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 11
	Neoliberalism

Theoretical and practical foundations
	- Harvey, David, A Short History of Neoliberalism.


	Reflection on readings

	Week 12
	Neoliberalism in practice
	- Stiglitz, Joseph, Globalization and its Discontents, Ch. 1, 2, 3. 5, and 8.
	Reflection on readings

	Week 13
	Neoliberalism technological foundations


	- Wolff and Resnick, Economics: Marxian vs --Neoclassical, p. 244-268

-Backhouse, The Puzzle of Modern Economics, Ch. 10
	

	Week 14
	Presentation of Final paper
	None
	Final paper

Presentation


Semester 2

	Week 1
	Theories of the State:

- Pluralism

- Elitism

- Marxism
	- Hay, Lister and March, The State: Theories and Issues, Ch. 1, 2, 3.

- Caporaso, James and David Levine, “State-centered approaches to political economy,” in Theories of Political Economy, p. 181-196.

- Lenin, The State and Revolution, Chapter 1
	

	Week 2
	Strategic orientations toward the State

- Public choice

- Institutionalism

- Feminism

- Green theory

- Poststructuralism
	- Hay, Lister and March, The State: Theories and Issues, Ch. 4-8.

- Holloway, John, “Beyond the State?” in How to Change the World Without Taking Power: The Meaning of Revolution Today.
	

	Week 3
	State and globalization
	- Hay, Lister and March, The State: Theories and Issues, Ch. 9-12.

- DeFilippis, Fisher and Shragge, Contesting Community: The Limits and Potential of Local Organizing, Ch. 3
	

	Week 4
	Global Capitalism


	Robinson, A Theory of Global Capitalism, p 1-22, 33-53, 73-84, 85-110, 145-178. 

	

	Week 5
	Capitalist State and Economy

Fordism – Keynesianism

Neoliberalism – Schumpterian State


	Jessop, The Future of the Capitalist State, Ch. 2, 3
Markusen, Ann, “Class and urban social expenditure, a Marxist theory of metropolitan government,” in Marxism and the Metropolis, p. 90-111.
	

	Week 6
	  Corporate power
	Dan Clawson, Alan Neustadtl, Mark Weller, “Why does the air stink? Corporate power and public policy,” in Voices of Dissent: Critical Readings in American Politics
Mintz and Schwartz, The Power Structure of American Business, ch. 1-7


	

	Week 7
	Presentation of mid-term papers


	No readings
	

	Week 8
	Civil society and agency:

Potential for change


	- Long, Norman, 2001, “The Case for an Actor-Oriented Sociology of Development,” in Development Sociology: Actor Perspectives, Routledge, NY, p. 9-29.

- Escobar, Arturo, 2001, “Culture Sits in Places: Reflections on Globalism and Subaltern Strategies of Localization,” Political Geography: 20, p. 139-174. (Post-development Theories).

- Sewell, Jr. William H, 1992, “The Theory of Structure: Duality, Agency and Transformation,” American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 98, No. 1. (Jul., 1992), pp. 1-29.


	

	Week 9
	Civil society

Modern theories of civil society
	- Ehrenberg, Civil Society: The Critical History of an Idea, Ch. 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9.


	

	Week 10
	Civil society and
Crisis of democracy
	 Lipset, Seymour, Americanization of the European Left, Journal of Democracy 12.2 (2001) 74-87.

Castells, Manuel, “Informational politics and the crisis of democracy,” in The Power of Identity, p. 367-418.


	

	Week 11
	Civil society:

Definitions

Roles
Community
	Community: Bellah, et al, “Liberal individualism and the crisis of citizenship,” in Voices of Dissent, p.63-71.

Chandhoke, Neera, The Civil and the Political in Civil Society, in Democratization, Summer 2001.

Hart, “The withering of civil society”

Buttigieg, The Contemporary Discourse on Civil Society:

A Gramscian Critique, pdf
	

	Week 12
	How to change the world?

	Holloway and Wainwright, “Crack capitalism or reclaim the state?”, pdf

	

	Week 13
	Civil society:
Role of media 
	- Herman and Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media, Intro, Ch. 1.

- Herman, The Propaganda Model Revisited
	

	Week 14
	Presentation of final project
	None
	


